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IS THE I , I ~irisr.~P\’O-~~I\rEIIIC~~ZnTh UY OY COSC;IIESS 

Dr. H(.rhc.rt l’iitnani, director of tlic Library of Congrc 
dress on “The  Library of Congress as :t National Library”, after a brief 
biif lutiiinouq characterization of tlic tlistinctivc ficltls of state, muni
cipal, acnclcrnic, and spccial libraries, rites �our functions which iiiny 
properly hc pcrforriicd by the Nntiorlal Library. It niay serw (1) 2s n 
1iImi.y of spc’cial service to the fedcr:il govcrninciit; (2) as n libiarg of 
rccortl for the TJnitctl St:ttes; (3) as n 1ibr:wy o� rcscnrch, tx>inforring 
nntl snpplcincnting other research libraries; and (-1) as a li1jr:try for 
national scrvire-that is, n library wliich s l i d  respond to n tlciliantl 
froiii any part of the country antl t hiis cqualizc opportunitiw for re
sc:irch now very iincqudly distributed. 

i n  thc present paper an ntteiiipt will be nmlc to consitlcr in brief 
ant1 genc~rdterms another function of the Librnry which, while noL 
spcc~ificallyand authoritatively forinulatetl, 111ay he coniitl(wc1 as hi
plictl in tliose statetl by Dr. Piitnniii and :IS rcalizctl in its prescmt re-
sour(^^ and tlcvelopnicmt. This atlditional function is its position as 
a library of rccord for the Hispanic Xrrierican Republics-its ability 
to respond to the dcinantls of statesmen antl investigators rcgartling 
Hispnnic Alniericanpolitical, cconornir, antl social history. 

T i i s  function, iiioreovcr, sccrns peculiarly appropriate to the Xntional 
Library, situatctl :is it is in the Capital and I-ioltlingits distinctive rela
tions to the fct1ei.d government, for from Washington radiate tlic. iiiost 

important lines of political, economic, and cultural relations between this 
c*oilnti*yand the. rc.publics to  the south, the recognition of the ii,’1 1)Of

t:inw of wliich lins inrreascd iiiiniensurahly during the past f c  \v yc:trs. 
“\\’:isEiington’’, says Dr. Flirarii I3inghain, “is the most important 

center in this count ry for Hispanic-hineri rclsearcli by virtue of  tile 
tliploinntic and ronsul:ir nrrhivcs of the Departiiicnt, tile collec
tions of tlic Naval \Tar Record Office, th  nnbns ?\lcniori:L11,ibi.ary 
of thc1 I’nn-,Iincrican Union antl the extensive collection\ of tlic 1 , ihary 
of (’ongress”.’ 

I C ‘ r  “Th(1 p m \ i l ) i l i t i r ~o f  South L\ni(liicaii Ilikto!\ arid l’olitics as :t 
I ,  i n  1,>1/7((1(1I ~ W ~ ~ : I I ~ I , ’ ’  ;!o 11 I I  i t / /  oj t i i (  ~ i ~ i t , i , ( ~ t ~ ( j r , ( l ;  1711 
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A few T\ ords in gcncr:rl rcgnriling the  tlevclopuicni of this collection 
riiay not bc amiss. Some conditions that tliitiii;Sui4i it from other 
notable collcrtions have Ijccn farorable, otlicr; 1lJlf:l~Or~blC. 

Alsinstantw of thc first, we niay again c p i  o T)r. Putriain: “Among 
tlic source^ of increase arc tliow n lricii arc uniquc~:( I )  The copyright 
tlcpo4ts. n liicli ensure to  tho Lihrarj t IT o cxq)icLs of cvc’i’y article copy
rightc~lon or bcf‘orc tlic tlatcx of i t >  pulilic~atton;( 2 )  inttmmtional (T

c1inn:c-t I N ~rctiii,nr froiii the iiyiic t o  forrixn governments and insti
tution, of  pul) l ic~i i io~i~of tlie 1-riitetl S;;:ates( ;owrnnimt,  100 copies of 
whi(~11:;ITp!acc~\at i l i c  :lisposal of tliv Library for this purpose; (3) the 
retiirii\ from the  ew~liaiiy~cof t l i ~Siiiit’iisoninn Iristitiition with lcarncd 
soriotic< all o x  c r  t l i c  wor!tl; and the surplns rctrirris (not otherwise 
rcl aincd) froiii tlir excli:m:,cls of of lier drpartnicmts antl buimur of the 
Govt~niiicntat  \\’ailiington. Froin tkicse thrcc sources tlic Library lins 
:~lrentlythe 1:trgcqt singlr collcct ion of &kiic\ricanimprints, of ofricial 
clocwiicntq of a11 eountiicy and of tlic publications of learnetl societies 
existing in any single institution”. I n r w  from these sources lins also 
giwtly relicvt~ltlic :tppropriationr for purchase. 

Circuiiistanccs that I i n r c  rc3tnidctl tlewlopment are historical and 
rcononiic in c>l.i:imcicr. The Library TL as originally intcntlcd to serve 
hut onc brancli of the Govcrnriient, tlic Legislative, and as such \\-as 
liousctl vitli inatlcquatc acconiniotlations in the Cnpitol. 

During this period of its history the annual appropriation for thc 
purcliasc of hool\s never cxcecclctl %10,000.00,an amount wliich, though 
inadequate to systematic tlevclopnient, did permit of the acquisition 
under favorable conditions of the market of many rare and intrinsically 
v:iluable ‘ *  n7iggcts”. 

In  3897 the Library was moved into its new hiilding and since then 
(’ongrcss 1i:ts given concrcte recognition to  its growing iinportancc and 
expanding functions by 1:irgclg increasing iis appropriation for thc pur
cli:tsc of 1)oolm, pcriotlicalq, etc. The amount a t  present :tvaiI:rblc-
SIOO,OO0.00 in round figures--makes possible symmetrical cxpaniion hy 
tlclibcratc sclcct ion antl purchnsc. 

It will t h i s  he seen that thc Library has arrived late in !hc iiiarhet, 
a f:wt of tnofolcl signficance as rcgartlctl from tlic point of viciv of rarity 
atid price. 

Aside from tlir primary and unique manuscript sources, tlicre are 
many important itciiis in  the c:irly printed .hcr icana  that rarely ap
pear in tlic niarbct. II tnry Stwciiq in his i<ccollections o j  X r .  Jrrines 
Lenoz gi7 cs numerous instances of tlicsc antl says: “I found t h t  a very 
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large nunibcr of the clioiccst historical antl hibliographical nuggets re
lating to  t hc ‘age or (liscowry’, with the exploration antl tlcvclopmcnt of 
the N r w  \Torld, occurrcvl but o n c ~in iiiy time, in tlic inaIket for s:h”. 
Lhto prices, the enoriiious :dvnncc> i n  Xiiiericana is a phenonirnon 

too well knonn to need coilinlent. Pincar the days of those pioneer 
collectors, Obadiah liicli and Ilcnry Stevens, the efficient agents of 
John Carter Brown, James Lenox, antl othtr early c,ollectors, ruling 
prices of rarr items hake practicdly put them beyond the rcacli of most 
libraries with liniited funds and specific dciiiands. An interesting com
ment is found in a letter of .John Carter Brown quoted in Winship’s 
IIzstory of tlic J o l i n  Carter Brolcrz Lzbrar?j. Writing in 1847, Mr. Brown 
said: “ S o  inariy prople of late have goiie crazy on the subject of ‘A4nier-
ican Books’ and prices have riilctl so high at the sales in Boston and 
New York that I mi strongly tempted ‘to submit’ my own collection 
‘to public competition’ as the London auctioneers phrase it”. On(. 
hesitates to conjecture what would have been N r .  Brown’s fwlings 
antl their possible effect upon the devclopinent of his incoiiiparable 
collection had he faced a list today of Hierseniann, or Vindel, or other 
spccinlists in hnieric:tnn. 

The Librztry of (higress  has not benefited to the extent that other 
notable collections have benefited by the gift o r  piirclinse eri bloc of 
special collcctions of Hispano-~~mericana.I~’urthcrIiiorc,the. rarr ant1 
curious l~ook,as such, is not the object of major interest; intrinsic value 
and histo1,ical irnportancc being the criteria to aelwtion and acquisition. 
The collections of the Library, therefore, are not preeminent in primary 
sources, original, and rare editions. But diligent and systeinatic sclec
tion :ind puwliase have brought together a strong and well-rountlcd col
lection of secondary authorities, reprints, and facsimiles of the rarer 
editions, conipilations of documentary and other source material, and 
especially of cwntciiiporary description, history, and interpretation. 1t 
niag thus x ~ v cto supplenient special collections which from lack of 
adcquatc f n n c l b ,  liavc not kept a1 corrietile with the increasing nunibcr 
of publications in tliis field. 

For a i ~ i o r ~iniensivc consideration of the Hispano-Xniericana pos
sessed by tlic 1,ihwy we may tlivitle it into two broad claqscs: (I) 
books publi4ictl during tlic colonial period, to  be subdivided into Euro
pe:m niitl h ic r ican  imprints; and ( 2 )  books published since the over-
throw of Spaniili (lomination. Tliese periods, of course, do not apply 
to  Brazil whose roionial history a i d  clernocratic transformation present 
apecinl :ispccts. 
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The first group has been thoroughly covered by the comprehensive 
and scholarly hibliographies of Selllor RIedina whirh furnish an excellent 
instrument for testing the positive and comparative strcngth of any 
collection of Spanish-Americana. Considering the subdivisions of tliis 
group, it is not surprising to find that in the collection of the National 
Library the European hrwricana prcdoniinatc in number, antl in irn
portuncc to historical studcnts. The discovery of ,\merica was an 
event of transcendent importance and reacted strongly and in manifold 
ways upon European thought anti activities, profoundly affecting the 
imagination, stimulating the spirit of adventure and maritime cntcr
prise and affording a mass of new data to enlarge the bounds of geo
graphical knowlcdgc and cartographic methods. 

In  this field the Library is very strong. I ts  collection of maps, 
atlases, and material illustrating the progrcss of the geographic knowl
edge antl cartography of America in the sixteenth century is possibly thc 
most complete on this continent. Valuable catalogues exhibiting in 
part tlic resources of the Library in this field have been prepared by 
Air. 1’. Lee Phillips, Chief of the Division of 1Iaps and Charts. 

Of flintlamental historical value and of great bibliographical rarity are 
the early accounts of discovery, exploration, and settlement (including 
letters and reports of the early navigators and explorers, with the con-
temporary rclations of their achievemrnts), the descriptions and his
tories of the New World by the royal “Cronistas de las Indias”, and 
other worlis of special character. The Library has an excellent working 
collection of this material but, of course, the general exception noted 
above as to the absence of the rarer editions, applies especially to this 
group. The Columbus apparatus is extensive both in his writings and 
in the critical apparatus but the 1493 and other rare and practirally 
unobtainable editions of the letters are wanling. The same may be 
said regarding Vespueci and C0rti.s. Of Peter Martyr, that privileged 
and diligent gleaner and sifter. of information concerning the IVew 
Korld-and its first historian-the Library has tlie Enchiridion, Rasle, 
1521, tlic Three Decades, Basle, 1533, the Complete Edition, Paris 
1387, antl other later editions and translations; but not the Seville, 
1311, nor tlie Lllca15,1516 editions. It has the first edition, Seville, 
1519 of Fern:indcz de Enciso’s Suma cle Geographia; Oviedo’s I-listoria 
General dc las Indtas, Sevillc, 1535 and his Libro S X  cle la Segunda Parte, 
Valladolitl, 15.57;Acosta’siHistoria Natural y M o r a l  de las Indias, Scville, 
1590 (the first edition of the Spanish translation) and the Latin edition 
De hTatura A-ovi Orbis, Cologne, 1596; the Hispania Victrix of LOpez 

.. . 



dc G6i:inra, JIctIiri:: ti t ,!  ’ : I I I ; ~ V I ,  IL3 ,  \but not the Zaragozn, lt5Y,2 ccli
in (-ortch’s Brcce  ( ~ O V 7 p C t l d I O  dc  lu  Splrcro ,  
Griro tr l  o.f JIcmwx, lilsctrid, 1601-161 5 antl 

also (’olii:’~ LIIi n ,  F i w i c h ,  :iii(l I ln t (~hti~anslationsof Herrera’s Dc
ser lpc id i i ,  A4iii\t~~i~(l:a~ii,1622; the first ctiiiion.; of Garcilaso clc l a  I.cga’5 
Pr/t)io-n I’cvtr tlc l o c  C’ommf~irtnu’o.sI ! C R ~ L S ,Lisbon, 1609, antl Hzntorin 
Gcvc rrrl dcl Pcru, Cortlob:i, 1617, nntl other works of a siinilar nature. 
Thew illustrations will iiitlicntc t he clinractcr of the collection with 
respccst to  tlic early authorities. In  later reprints, facsimile ctlitions, 
trmiil:itions, ant1 the c r i t i d  inatt~rinl ibrary is w.cll cquippctl. 

‘ I ’ l r c ~  $:mie conditions obtain in the of the famou- t d \ - t d l e c 
tionr of voyages and travels, of such iiriportance to  the iiiwsci
gator ant1 of such superlative interest to tlic collector, De Ery, I I u l 4 u ~ ,  
Haliluyt, Purclias, Ihmusio antl others; antl to tlie early coinpi1:it ions 
mid treatises on colonial legislation anti aclriiinisirntion, siicli :iq the 
Itccopilncidn rle Leyes de  10s Regiios rk Intlias, Sol6rzano Pvreirn’T 
Pol 111 c.n I ~ ~ t l i o n n ,ct c. 

Spccinl offorts have heen made t o  secure the earlier ant1 Inter chron
icleh ol the religious orders, Jesuits, Dominicans, Augiis:tinians, Frnn
civiiii., and otlitw. These arc of great mliic, for apart froiii its ir.lig
ioiis signiiitmit~c,the mission, in its political :md sovi:rl :~cpcciq,was 
thc pi imary pionetxiing agency through which Spain cutentlctl its f i  on
ticii  and s p r c d  its culturc over tiic Sew Worltl, and the recordsot’ the 
nvtivitics of thc missionaries form tlic key to tlic niost interesting a n d  
clistiiictivC fcatiirc of Spain’s colonial policy-the appiiwiioii of it q 

11uiiinnitari:iri principles to the discipline, i .c . ,  to  thc convcriion, c~vl l i 
zntion, arid rlevation of the natives.’ 

Tlic pressTlic I)ooks printed in hni‘brica ;ire of tliffercni character. 
was introduced into 3lcsico about 1.38 xiid hefore 16$0, tlie tlntc of the 
piihlicntion in (’aiiibritlgc, Xiss.  , of  the Ray Ps:tlm Book, 513 itcxlus are 
listcd hy RletliIin aq linviiig h e m  publi~licclin thc city of Mexico. It 
n ~ s ,ho\\ cwr ,  t l i f f idt  :mtl espc,nsirr t o  piib1i.h iii the colonies. Ap:\rt 

ible difficulties of craf’tiiinnsliip, there \verc . 
I rictions. The tloulrle censorship, civil and 
y c n i o r c d  IIorcovcr ~ I n i e i k i n ~or Spanisl: 

in A i i i r i i c a : i  n t w pr:~ctic.nllyforl)icltlcn to print the results of their R ~ U C I ~  
anti 0 1 ~ 1vntion of contlitioiis in tllv colonies by tlic rcquircincii( t h t  
siic11 iimttcr nii1-t first be siihiiitt(’t1 i o  thc Consejo tlc l : ~Inc1i:ii for 

2 I1 14. TloItou. “’j’lir jIi\.ioii i n  tlic. ~ ~ , , i ~ i i ~ I i - ~ ~ ~ ~ i ( ~ r i c ~ n~ o l r i n i c ~ , ’ ~the  
i l l \ f o r i c t r [  nil / c ~ j * ,.l m t ~ z ~ a / ~  Oc.to1~01,1017 



es:iniin:tt ion nntl :ippror:tl. This necei,itatetl an artliiour antl cxpcn
sivc tiip t o  Spain 1117 tlic author or the  lor~vnrtlingof hi? manuscript-

a t  i cn - airc1 rc~1i:inwupon tlic s en  s of a frequently 
~d i i~cspot iddcagent. Thus It n that  few l1ooks 

tlcnling \\it11 ilic stntc of affairs in the  colonic, n c w  bliihcd in Amer
ica, :dtliougli t lvir  p i w ~ c swere active in satisfying the most urgent 
deni:rncl for I)ool,s of instruction: cartillas, catccistiioi, (loci rinaq, nrtes, 
voc:il)ul:ii~!o~.confciionnrios, : i d  the now rare ant1 valii:il~l(~hooks on 
tlic n:it ive 1:ingu:iges. Xt tlic c m l  of the sivteenth century, thcre lint3 
h w  pi i l ) l i~ l idin RIcxicw antl Lima books in l\lcxic.:ln, 0 1  onii, T:ir:tscan, 
IIistec,  Chucon, Huastcc, Zapotec, Maya, and other languages, among 
tlicni the vocabularies of Nolina, Gilberti, Chrcloba, Alvnrado, and 
T.’illnpantlo. 

This linguistic niatcrinl is well reprcsentcd in the Lihrary, several 
of thc original ant1 other rare editions being included, but in general the 
nioqt of tlicsc early drnerican imprints do not come within its special 
ficltl of aquis i t ion;  they belong niorc properly to the niiiseurn library. 

With respect to the second group, that  is, books published sincc the 
Ikvolution, the Library is adequately equippcil. This group includes 
niatcri:tl twating of the earlier period, such as collections, compilations, 
publications of unctlitctl nianuscripts, etc., and,of cvcn greater impor
tnncc theLniassof publications recording and interpreting the origin and 
tlevclopriient of the Hispanic American Republics as sovereign political 
entities. Tlic collection of official tlocurnents, the invaluable source 
inaterial of political ant1 economic history, has received special atten
tion nritl contains more or less conipleic sets of reports of the depart
nicnts ant1 bureaus of thc v:irious governmcnts. There arc, it is true,  
many sc.rious lacunae which thc Division of Documents by the systc
inntic escrcke of all the tiicans a t  its coniniantl, is cndeavoring to fill. 
In a11 1)r:tnches of lam nritl <jutisprntlcncc cwniprising the proceedings of 
the legislative chriibers, court clc ions, rotles, compilation,, and t rcat
iseh, not only of the fetlelnl govc.rniiicnt.;, hiit :~lsoin ninny c:ise~of the 
c o i i i p i c ~ n tstates or provincCs, :i notnl)le collcrt ion lins Iwcn tlcvelopcd. 

01 y x ~ i : i linterest arc the works on constitutional ln\r :iutl atluiinis
tration, for the 1-nitcd States has fiiiniilietl tlic piototype of their con
stitiitioni, :111t1 ihe  :uloption vntl tlerrlopnimt of  an exotic. po1itic:il 
tcui nffortl;: :I fruitfill ficltL for thc stutlcnt of coinpar;~tivccor 
law. 

3 wc V. G Qucindn. L a  I-itlic I t ik l tc tuaZ c n  In -4/tL&;zraI<\pnfiola rlilrcititc Zos 
S t g l 0 5  16-1C, ch:tp 1. 

--U 
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The historical apparatus is exceptionally strong and the Lihrary has 
iii:rtie special efforts to secure sets of the journalq, proceedings, and 
oth1.r publications of the various academics and learned institutions 
and societies, literature of the numerous boundary disputes groiving out 
o f  the application of the uti possidetzs of 1810, literalurc of the eth
nography antl antiquities of thc Indians, and similar niatcrials. 

The important collections-of the highest value to the historical stu
tlriit-have been added, among which may be rncntionctl : Coleccidn de 
Libros Xaros ?J Guriosos que Tratan dc AmArica; Coleccidn de  Libros y 
Uocitnzentos Rcfercntcs a la Historia de AmArica; Coleccidn de Doriimcntos 
ZnCdatos IZelativos a1 Desczibrimzcnto, Conquista 1~ Oryaizzxaczdn tJc 1a.s 
ilnti{juasPosesiones EspaColas de Ame'ricn y Oceania; Ca1v0, IiecuPd Com
p lc t  des TraztAs . . . et autres Actes Diplomcitzques de tous les f i tnts  
d e  1'Ame'rique Latinc; Angelis, Coleccidn de Ohras y Documentos 1Zclatiim 
n Ins Provincins del Rio de la Plata; ilfcmorias de 10s Virreyes  yue haiz 
G o b r r m d o  el Peru; XSeclina, Colecci6n de Documentos In6ditos para  la 
Historia d e  Chile; Colcccio'n de Historiadores de Chile; IjocunaerLtos para 
los Anales de Venezuela; Mercurio Peruano; Odriozola, Coleccidn d e  Docu
mentos Literarios del Peru; Garcia Icazbalceta, Coleccidn (y S u e c a  ('0-

hxid tz)  de Documentos para la Historza de iifexico; Navarrete, Colcccidn 
de 10s Viagcs; and others. 

The large and increasing number of books of description, travel, 
social life, etc., good, bad, and intliffercnt, is largely represented. 

Constant attention is devoted to strengthening the collection in all 
fields by  syskmiatic selection and purc.hnse, and as it is rounded out, 
it, is being iound possible to secure not only the important general 
works, but also those of more special or limited aspect, and of less in
trinsic value, which though perhaps of only occasional use are ewnt i a l  
to the special investigator. 

The growth of the collections of historical material niay be sliotvn 
st atistically by comparing the number of books antl pamphlets clnssifiecl 
in tlicse sections in 1901 and 1918. 

1001 1918 

1\Ic\ico 6'35 3,189 
('c~ntr:iI h c i i c : t  500 1,606 
\\ c i t  Indics h l  Z 2,721 
South Arncric:~ 1 ,SM 7,600 

Othcr sc3ctionr that havc ljccn rcceiving greater attention in rccmt 
y c n ~arc> tliosc containing titlcs on jurisprudence, c~'onoinicb.and 
siinilnr srrbjccts. 



I

rJ'hc caollcction of periodicals contains complete 01' parti:illy (miplete  
wt? of soiiic of tlic inore important revictks; Revisttc dc Lluenos  Azres; 

tn z lrgcnt inn;  Kcuistn dc  1~'ilo.sofin;Reiiintcr rle Dcrccho, IIzlzstoria y 
Ar t f , s ;  IZcrii<jtu Auictitir,n rlc OzLTicitxs Politicus; Rev i s ta  dcl  Rio de  la 
l'lutu; ir'caista Chzlcnrr; 12cpe~torioColonahinno; Ir'cuista de Cisbn; ('uba 1~ 
11mkr2cn; l(ct!Lsta('irbnnn; J Z C ~ ) Istn Binzr s f r r~Ciibnizcr; C~~baCor2ternporciizea; 
I~cfOr??l(ISoeicrl; C'cJntro il nzPricn; ant1 others. Recently n coniplctc set 
of the. intcwst ing litermy review, El ("ojo Ilzistrado, has hccn sccwed. 
'YIit, 1,ibrary is alio rwciving ant1 binding some of the more import:Lnt 
newspapers, such :IS: Ltr Prcrl.sn, Bncnos Xires; Jorncrl do  Co~nrncrc70, 
Ilio c l ~J:mciro; d l c r c ~ i r i o ,Santiago tle Chile; &Starand Hcrnltl, P:mm~a; 
I i i  L u r h a ,  and Dinrio de  In X a r i n a ,  Havana; El Dcniricrata, El Pueblo, 
El ~ ~ m v c r ~ ~ c i l ,and El E.rceZsior, of Mexico. In addition to t l i ~ s c ,it has 
iii:tny fragmentary sets, especially from Mexico, t1i:tt are v:tlIial)lc~in 
tri:iny c a s ~ sbccausc of the period covcrcd. These arc sliovn in A 
( 'hcc l~List of F o r r z p  S e u s p a p e r s  in thc Library of Congress, 1902 (ntldi
tions in 1ii:tnusc~ript). It is of interest to note the recent :tcquisition of 
:L cwiipletc set of' Two Republics ,  Mexico, 18G7-establishcd by AIajor 
( : c ~ .  Ji;. ('lnrke, :incx-Confederate Officer. 

12'1iilc tlic primary object of this paper is to  attempt to  tlcscribc in 
erim the collection of Hispano-Americana in  tlic Libr:iry of 
as an  historical :ippxratus, thc present writer feels that  no 

ary for including sonic closing remarlts upon thc, nintc
rial of purely 1itcr:it.y form. T o  justify this inclusion, a general state
iiieiit regarding thc r on of literature to collections specifically liis
t orical tilay be pcriiiit I n  this connection no effort will be iriatle to  
foimii1:ttc. or express a literary valuation. 

It is cwnsitleretl, iiot : is  a literature of power, but as n 1itcr:rturc of 
knowlcti~e.as an  invnluablc ,  if not intlispensal)lc inst runierit for Ixlcotn

h the, li:ibits, thoughts, and iclcals-in :L no1.(1, ni th  the 
: m l  cultural nmhicrltc-ol our nciglibori. ITistory 

is t iroro  th in  :L rwortl of wcnth;  it iq t l ic  intct,pt.etation of a sori:il cotii
plcx, :ml an iintlcrstnritlirig of the, 1itcratiii.c a n t i  art of :L people will 
nffortl aii intiiiiatc. :icquaint:inre not to  1 ) ~tlcrivccl froin political liist ory, 
sociology, ethnology, or polit i c d  eronoriiy. 

I,oollctl at froiii tlii5 point of view it will bc qcen that tlic literature 
possesses n pr:wtic:il as n~11as  :i cultm al valuci :is :Lrnatcri:il :tu-,ilinry 
and siii,plriiic,iit:tr~ to  Iiistory, and, :IS siirli, forins a logical atid 
ncccssnry acquiiit ion for :illy 1ihr:uy spclcializing in A h c iicaiia. '' L:LS 
1ctr:is son cl iiicjor vcliic~ulotlc 10s :Lfc>ctos."4 
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I t  is gratifying to chronicle thc fact that  tlic Library of Congress has 
the noclcus of a collection in this ficltl, having now s0111c l , l ( J O  voliuiies 
and p:tniphlets cln~sifietlin tlic scction devoted l o  litcinturc. These 
incluclc not only tlw c1:issics of the early periods, I<rcdla?; Zliiiiga, O h ,  
Cusicill:inos, Ualbucna, and otliers, but repreqent:itivc author:, of the 
ninc.tcenth ccniury, nncl the contcwpornry iiiotlci nisis: h~ i in t loServo, 
Bello, ,lvcllanetla, Sarlnic~nto,(:utiGrrcz SAjcra, F‘c~rnhlez(iunrclia, 
1tuhi.n Ilarih, G6niez C’arrillo, (’nsnl, ’i’argaq ‘iiln, Torrm, Santos Cho
caiio, 13l:inco Foiiibona, Blast Gana, XI: t t ta ,  Orrcgo Luto, Lugomis, 
Gliiraltlo, l’ayrh, I-gnrte, Uunge, IZoc16, lZey!cs, Herrcra y lieissig, :ind 
many otlicrs. 

The niaterial on literary history and criticimi is full mt l  the impor
tant anthologies :mtl collections liave been acquired. Among these we 
may mention : Puig, Antologin de  Poetas Arptz t inos;  Uzhlzoteca Brgcrz
tina; Culturn ilrgentzntr; Uiblzotcca Andr6.s Ucllo; Colcccititz clc Airtorcs 
Mexicanos; Biblzotecn de Escritores Chl‘leno,s;Purnaso Coloinbinno; I’m-
naso Vencadnno; Parriaso (’iihano; Antologin Dotnirzicatici; Guirrialila 
Snlvadorc%; :mtl others. The collection is being conscrvat ively 
strengthened. 

In concblusion, we cannot do better than quote the uut1iorit:tiive cx
pressions of Ilr. Putnarn rcgarcling the future clcvclopincnt of the Library 
in its gcncr:d aspects: “With appropriations :is they are there should 
be good hope of accmnulating licrc. the most nearly coinprclic~nsivccol
lection in tlic U r i i t c ~ lStates of secondary riiaterinl tlint c~onccrnstlic 
student of history as I\ cll as the student of those otlicr departiiient s of 
literature in whicsh the Sationnl 1,il)rary would bc c~pc1ctctlto pre-
eminent, z . ( i . ,  political tint1 social hc‘ic’nres, eronoinirs, :idiiiinistr:~fion, 
public nnt l  intcriiufionul law, and j urispruclencc in g c n ~ r a l . ” ~  

C. K. .JOXES. 
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